UnderStand UPSC

What we UnderStand, We Conquer

TITAN

R 2 R Mentorship

—— UPSC 2027 & 2028 ——

Satyam Jain

(3 UPSC CSE Interviews,
Mentor to 300+ Rankers Including AIR-1,
Published Author)

IR @ Ground fioor, 11B, Bada Bazar Road, Old Rajender Nagar, New Delhi - 110060
QBETTDTEZEZ understand.upsc | UnderStandUPSC.com | Q e : UnderStand UPSC




INDEX
PART A BASICS OF POLITY....ueitiiiiiiiisnrresisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnnssssssssssssnnns 1"
LI =T 40T - T 12
7 o 1T = 3 =T ] T R 14
3.Ethical Foundations of Political Life........ccccccooummmmmmmmmeeeeecrecer e ee s e s s e s e e e e eesesssesseses 15
(ST =T [0 o T 15
Lo LU= 111 78RR 17
81 o = PSSR 21
e ] 1 T PP P URR PRSPPI 23
Y= o1 =4 - o O SN S SO 25
4.From the Rulers to the Ruled: Types of Governments..........c.cccceciieiiiniissnnnssnnnsiommmmssnnnmmmsinnmennsinmnnnnnnnn 28
o = o1 ) S S 29
LI 1o =T3PPS PO POPPPPPPPPR 30
] o3 €= 10 ] =] 1o P S BT 30
L@ 1T =T o o 2 PP PEPPT 30
EOI 0T o F=3 1 1014 1o g T 1IN 7= ' [ o 31
Why do we need @ ConSEitULION..........ooiiiiiiii e, 31
A OO CONSHIULION ... e e e e b e e e e ettt e e e e s e e e e e e e e e ennnene s 32
1070 g1 11 8] 1To] o F=1 1= o 1 32
B.Parliamentary SYStem....... ... e 35
Features of Parliamentary Government in India (CSE 2013)........coooiiiiiiiiiiiii s 35
Features of Presidential GOVErNMENLt.............oiii i e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeeaans 36
Merits of Parliamentary SYStem..... ..o it e e 36
Demerits of the Parliamentary SyStem....... ... 37
7488 = =Y = 1 1= o 40
(= To =T 11T o 0 T 1 o = T T 41
Federal Features of the Indian ConsStitULION...........oooii oo 41
Unitary Features of the Indian ConStitULION...........ccuuiiiiii e 42
8.Journey from Colonial Rule to Constitutional Democracy............cccccmmrriiiiiiiinemnrr e 44
CompPany RUIE (17731858 .ottt e e e e s st e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e aansseaneeeeeeeaannes 44
The ReguIating ACT Of 177 3. ..o oottt et b st e s e s s e s s s esssasssaeeeesseeeeeeeseeeeeeeeees 44
Amending Act of 1781 (Act Of SEHIEMENL)........oooiiiii e 44
Pitt's INAia ACEOF 1784 ... ...ttt ettt ettt et e et et et e e e e e e e e e e e aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaans 45
L0 F=T o 1= e o 0 1 T 45
L0 g F= T (=T e Ao 0 < 2 OO 45
L@ 0= T =Y e o) < X 3 OSSR 46
(O g P 1 =Y e o) i < 1 2 PSR 46
The Crown RUIE (1858-TO4T7).... . ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e eaeeas 47
Government of India Act of 1858 ( “Act for the Good Government of INdia”)...........ooeciiieieiiiiiiiiiieennn. 47
Indian CouUNCIIS ACE Of 1861 ... ... et e s e e e e e e st r e e e e e e e e nnnneeeeeeeeeanns 47
Indian CouNCIlS ACE Of 1892.... ...t e e e e e e e e e e e e s et e e e e e e esnnneeeeeeeeeans 48
Indian CounCils ACt Of 1909, ... . i e e e e e st e e e e e e e e eaeeeaeeeeeannneeeeeeeeeans 48
Government of India ACt Of 1919, ..o s 49
Government of India ACt Of 1935 s 51
Indian INdependence ACE OF 147 ... ... . e s e e s eeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaeaeeeees 52



PART B THE GREAT INDIAN CONSTITUTION.... ..ttt sinssssssssss s ssssssssss s s s ssssssss s s s sssssssssnnnns 54
9.Ink of Independence: The Constitution Story........cccceiii i 55
Making of the INdian CONSHIULION. ..........ueiiiii e 55
ODbjective ReESOIULION (1946 ): ...t e e e e e e et e e e e e e e s e eaee s 57
10.Pillars of the Republic: Core Features of the Indian Constitution.........ccc...ccccoiriiccccciinnneeecae, 65
Features of the Indian CoNStItULION............eiiiiiii e e e e 65
Criticism of the Indian CoNSttULION:............eiiiii e e e e e e 68
11.ThE Preamble......... i s mmmmmmmmmmmsmmssmns s s s s e s s s e e s s s nnnnnnes 69
Key Words 1N The PreambIe.........eee ettt e et e e e e 70
Preamble Amendments: Scope and Limitations Under Article 368............cccooooiiiiiiiciiiien i, 72
P2 1o TTe Y g T T Lo I L =T = 4 o T SO Rt 73
Article 1 - Name and territory of the Union...........coeeiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 73
Article 2 - Admission or establishment of new States............... s 74
Article 3 - Formation of new States and alteration of areas, boundaries or names of existing States.....74
N 111 S S s 75
100th Constitutional Amendment ACt (2015)......ooeeiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeee o e, 76
Formation and Development of States and Union TerritOries. ..........uuuviiiieieeiiiiieiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 76
Reorganisation of States on LiNQUIStIC BaSIS.........cccoiiiiiiiiii i 77
New States and Union Territories Created After 1956............oooiiiiciiii e, 78
L IRC T 031 7= =1 51 81
Two Features of CItIZENSNIP........ccoi i i bbb e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s ee e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 81
Concept of Single Citizenship iN INAIA...........uuiiiiiiii it 82
Uniform Citizenship Rights and Permitted Exceptions in India.................oo oo, 82
Constitutional Provisions on CitiZENSNIP. ...t eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 82
CitIZENSNIP ACE (1955t bttt e e e e ettt e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e bbb e eeeaeeeeannnnees 83
Citizenship for Migrants under the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019..........ccccviviiiiviiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, 86
National Register of Citizens (NRC).........ooiiiiiiiiiieee e, 87
National Population Register (NPR)........o e 88
14 . Fundamental Rights............ciiiiinii s 89
Article 12 - Definition of State.. ... ——————— 91
Article 14 - Equality before law... ... ———————— 93
Article 15 - Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth.......... 95
Article 16 - Equality of opportunity in matters of public employment................oooiii s 96
Article 17 - Abolition of UNOUCh@DIIITY..........cooiiiii e 97
Article 18 = ADOIION OF HHIES......uuueeiiiieiiieee e e 98
Article 19 - Protection of certain rights regarding freedom of speech, etC............oovvvvriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn. 99
Article 20 - Protection in respect of conviction for offences..........oooovi 102
Article 21 - Protection of life and personal lIDerty...........coooiiiiiii e 103
Article 21A - Right 10 @dUCALION..........ueiii e 104
Article 22 - Protection against arrest and detention in certain cases.....................ccccc . 104
Article 23 - Prohibition of traffic in human beings and forced labour..................oooiiiiiiiiiiccccc, 106
Article 24. Prohibition of employment of children in factories, etc............cccoveiiiiiii e, 106
Article 25 - Freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of Religion............ 108
Article 26 - Freedom to manage religious affairs. ... 108
Article 27 - Freedom as to payment of taxes for promotion of any particular religion...................o........ 109

Article 28 - Freedom as to attendance at religious instruction or religious worship in certain educational



1S3 1 (] (o] 1= SO 109
Article 29 - Protection of Interests of MinOrities..........coooiiiiiiiii e 110
Article 30 - Right of Minorities to Establish and Administer Educational Institutions...............cc.eevveee... 110
Article 32 - Right To Constitutional Remedi€s...........cooooviiiiiiiiiii . 111
Article 33 - Power of Parliament to modify the rights conferred by this Part in their application to Forces,
= o3 114
Article 34 - Restriction on rights conferred by this Part while martial law is in force in any area........... 115
Article 35 - Legislation to give effect to the provisions of this Part.............ccccccociii 116
o] o188 (ol o o] o =Ty |V PP PPEP P OPOPPPPPPPP 117
15.Directive Principles of State PoOliCY.......ccccoiiiimmmiiierir s i 119
Directive Principles of State POlCY..........oovviiiiiiii 119
Features of the Directive Principles of State POIICY...........ccccciuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee st ee e eee e 119
Classification of the Directive PrinCIPIES. .......ooo e 120
N LAY BT = To (Y= Vo T o)L= oSS SO S 122
Criticism of the Directive Principles of State PoOliCY............cooiiiiiii it it 123
Conflict Between Fundamental Rights and Directive PrincCiples.............ccoooo oo, 125
Directives OULSIAE Part IV..... ..ottt bt e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eennnneeees 126
16.Fundamental Duties- Article S51A (Part IVA)........iciriiin i 127
Swaran Singh Committee Recommendations (1976)..........c.uuuiiiiiiniir e 127
Verma Committee Observations on Fundamental Duties (1999)........ccci e 130
17.Amendment of the Constitution............cooiiiii 131
Procedure for Amendment (Article 368)..........oovviiiiii i 131
TYPES OFf AMENAMENTS. ...t ettt e et e st e e e e e e e r e e e e e e e e nbb e e e e e e e aaaanes 132
18.Basic structure of the CoNstitUtioN........ ... e s 135
T8 o =T Lo [T o Qo T ' | T 139
Article 54 - Election Of PreSident........ it e e e e e e e e e e eeeeens 139
Article 55 - Manner of Election of President [CSE 2018].....cuuuiiiiiiiiiiiieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 139
Article 56 - Term of the President's OffiCe. ... ..o e 140
Article 58 - Qualifications for Election as President.............oovviiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 141
Article 59 - Conditions of the President’s OffiCe............ooooii s 141
Article 60 - Oath or Affirmation by the President.................. s 142
Article 61 - Impeachment of the President...............o i 142
Powers and Functions of the President of India.............oooooiiii 143
Article 111 - Veto Power of the President..............oo e 146
Article 123 - Ordinance-Making Power of the President..............ooo e 148
Article 72 - Pardoning Power of the President.............ooo . 150
President's Situational Discretion [CSE 2014]........oooo s 152
20.VICE PreSiteNt........cooo oo s s mmmmmmmmmmnnnnee 153
Election Of the VICE-PreSident.......... ... it e e et e e et e e e e e e e aeaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaens 153
Article 71- Judicial ReVieW Of EI@CHON...........ooiiiiiii e 154
F N T Lo G =Ty 4 I ) ) 1o 154
Article 68- Vacancy in the Office of Vice-President............ooo i 154
Article 69- Oath or AffirmMatioNn...... ..o e 155
Powers and Functions of the Vice-President............oooiiiiiii . 155
B2 L o 1 0101 T 153 =T 157
22.Central Council of MiniSters........cccccciiiiiiiiiiiiirr s an e e s nnnns 162



Responsibilities Of MINISIEIS. ........uuiiiiiiiiieeeee e 163
Nature of Advice and Judicial Interpretation.............ccoooiiii e 164
Council Of MINISters VS CabiNet...........uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiie et e e e e e e s e e e e e e e snsaeeeeeeeeeaannes 164
Article 74 — Council of Ministers to Aid and Advise the President.............cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiis 165
Article 77 — CondUCt Of BUSINESS.......oiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 165
Article 88 — Rights of Ministers in Parliament...............oooiiiiiiiiiii e 165
Significance in the Parliamentary System.. ... 165
23.Cabinet COMMItLEES........cooiiiiiiiiieieiee e nnan 166
CoNSHIULIONAI SEATUS. ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeaeeeaeeetteeaaaaaaaaaaens 166
Types of Cabinet COMMIULIEES. ........ooiiii e e e e e eae s 166
Groups Of MINISTENS (GOIMS)......uuviiiiiiiieiieeieeeeeee ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e s eae e e 168
24 Temple of Democracy: The Indian Parliament............... i itn s atnnnnnnatinnn e e ndennnnnnes 170
Article 80 - Composition of Rajya Sabha............coooiiiiiiii e i 171
Article 81 - Composition of LOK Sabha..........coviiiiiiiiiiieiiie et e e 171
Article 81 -Territorial CONSHIUBNCY..........uiiiiiiiii et e e e e e 171
Article 82 - Readjustment after €aCh CENSUS...........uvviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee i, 172
Article 84 - Qualification for membership of Parliament [CSE 2017].....cccceeiiiiiiiiiiiie e 173
Article 99 - Oath or affirmation by Members.............ooi e 173
Article 101 - Vacation Of SEatS......coii i b sttt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaeeeees 173
Article 102 - Disqualifications for membership...........cc.uueiii e 174
Article 103 - Decision on questions as to disqualifications of members..............ccccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininnnn, 174
Article 85 - Sessions of Parliament, prorogation and dissolution................cccccvvuuiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 175
Article 86 - Right of President to address and send messages to HOUSES.............cccceeeviiiiiiiieecienns 176
Article 87 - Special address by the President. . ...ciiuii 176
VOTING N HOUSE ...k bttt ettt ettt ettt ettt e et e et e e e et e e e e e e e aaaaaaaaaaaaaaeaaaaaaaaaaas 178
Presiding officers Of HOUSE........uiiiiiiiiiiieiieeie e, 180
Article 93 - The Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the House of the People..........ccccvvvviviviiiirieviieeninneee. 182

Article 94 - Vacation and resignation of, and removal from, the offices of Speaker and Deputy Speaker...
182

Article 96 - The Speaker or the Deputy Speaker not to preside while a resolution for his removal from

office is UNder CONSIAEIrAtION ... i it e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e annns 182
Article 97 - Salaries and allowances of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman and the Speaker and

DT o1 ST o =T= ] = (R 184
Article 98 - Secretariat of Parliament:.......... ..o 185
Powers, Privileges and Immunities of Parliament and its Members..............cccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee, 186
Legislative Procedure in Indian Parli@ament............oooiiiii e 187
Article 108 - Joint sitting of both Houses in certain cases........cccccccvvviviiii 191
Article 110 - Definition of Money BillS...........ooo oo 192
Article 117 - ASSENt L0 BillS. ... 193
T E= T T = L = 1 194
=10 To (o = oS ETTP TP PPPPP 194
Article 112 - Annual financial statement..............ouuiiiiiiiiiii e 195
Article 113. Procedure in Parliament with respect to estimates...........ccccveeii e, 195
P g (o L= i B A Y o] o] o] o] 4 =1 0] T =71 1 U 196
Article 115 - Supplementary, additional Or @XCeSS grants.............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiii e 196
Article 116 - Votes on account, votes of credit and exceptional grants............ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee, 196
Devices of Parliamentary proCeEAINGS. .......cuuii it a e e e e e e e e e 199



Multifunctional Role of Parliament..............ooo e e e 202
25.Parliamentary COmMMIttEEeS.........cccii i s nnnn 209
Financial ComMMITIEES. .........ooo it e et bba s aassessseeeeeeeeees 210
Public Accounts COMMIEEE (PAC).......u it a e e e e 210
EStimate COMMITIEE........ee ettt et e e e e e e e e 211
Committee on Public Undertakings (CPU).........coooiiiiiiiii e nnnes 212
Departmental Related Standing COMMILEEES............uuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeas 213
Committee ON PeLItIONS... ... e e e e e e e e e e e r b e e e 216
CoMMIEEE OFf PrIVIIEGES. ....ceieiee et e e s e ae e e as 217
Ethics COMMUIEE. ... ..ottt et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eee s 217
Committee 0N GOVEIrNMENT ASSUIANCES. ........uuiiiieeeeiiiiiiieiee e e e e e et e e e e e e e et eeeeeeeaaannsnneeeaeeeeennnbabeees 217
Committee on Subordinate LegisIation.............ccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e sfo e e st e e ees e b aee e eeieeeaeeens 218
Committee on Papers Laid onthe Table...........oooii i 218
Committee on Welfare of Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STS)..........c.ccceveeeiniiiiinnen. 218
Committee on Empowerment of WOMEN..........oooi et 218
Joint Commiittee on Offices Of Profit......... ..o e 219
Business AdVisory COmMMILIEE. .........coooiiiiiiiiii it Sbr e e bae s eeseasssseeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 219
Committee on Private Members’ Bills and Resolutions............co s 219
RUIES COMMIIIEE. .. ..ot e et e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e eeeeaaaaaanans 220
Committee on Absence of Members from the Sittings of the House............cccoooiis 220
General Purposes COMMILIEE...........ooooiiiiiiiii e enaaenaees 220
o (o TU T @7 0] .4 011 (== SRR 221
(o = 1 VA O] 0 40 411 1 (== T PP PP OPPPPP 221
Joint Committee on Salaries and Allowances of Members of Parliament................cccocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnns 221
CoNSUtAtive COMMItIEES. ... . e bttt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeaeeaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaes 221
26.Parliamentary GroUP.......ccccccccciiieeeiiiiiinsissssssnsssinnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssmsssmsssssssssssssssssnsssssnnsnnnssnssnnnnnnnn 223
Composition of the Indian Parliamentary Group:...............uuuuruuiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeees 223
27.SUPFEME COUIL......cooiiiiiiiiiiciees i i s s s r s s s ss i e e e s s s s s s mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmSmmSEsssEssssssssssssssssssssssennnns 224
Comparative Note: India, USA, and UK ... ...t 224
Collegium System: Evolution @and MEanINgG..........ooiuuuiiiiiii e a e 226
The Judges (INQUITY) ACE, 1908..... .. ettt e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaeas 228
Acting, Ad hoc, and Retired Judges of the Supreme Court.............cccoeiiiiiiiiiiiie e 229
Jurisdiction And Powers Of Supreme Court Of INdi@........cooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 229
Key Doctrines Used in Constitutional Interpretation............c..eoeieii e 234
Constitutional Provisions Ensuring Judicial Independence.............c.ueeiviiiiiiiiiiiieii e 236
JUAICIAI REVIBW.......eei ettt ettt ettt et e ettt e e et e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aaeeaaeaaaaaaaeaaaeaaaaaaaaans 239
B[ o Lot = I 171 o o USSR 240
Judicial Activism, Restraint & OVEITEACK...........coue e 240
D2 TR0 11« 1¥ T 4 - 1 £ SO 242
Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT ).......cooiiiiiiii e reesessessseeseeeeees 242
29.C0NSUMET COMMISSIONS.....iiiiicceerrrrriissssssssrr e e s sss s ssssr s s s s s s s sssnr s e e e e e s s s s amn e e e e s e s s s s amnna e e e e san s nnnnnnnnnis 244
National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission (NCDRC).........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 244
State Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission (SCDRC).......ccouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 244
District Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission (DCDRC).........ooouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 245
B0 €T Y= o Y 246
Article 153. GOVEIrNOrs Of SEateS.......c.eiiiiiiiie e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e annes 246



Article 154. Executive power of State.-......c.oooviiiiiii . 246
Article 155. Appointment Of GOVEINOL........coooiiiiiiiiiie e, 246
Article 156. Term oOf OffiCe Of GOVEIMON..........coiiiiiiiiie et e e e e e e e e e e e ananes 247
Article.157. Qualifications for appointment as GOVEINOr.-............covvvviiiiiiiii e, 247
Article.158. Conditions of Governor's offiCe.-........ccoiiiiiii e 248
Article.159. Oath or affirmation by the GOVEINOT..............uuuiiiiiiiiiie e ee e 248
Article.163. Council of Ministers to aid and advise GOVEINOr.-.............uuuiiieeiiiiiiiiiee e 250
B0 0 IO 0 4 1= 1 T T3 = 255
Article.164. Other provisions as t0 MiNiSters.-.........ooiiiii i eeeeeees 255
Article.167. Duties of Chief Minister as respects the furnishing of information to Governor, etc.-......... 258
32.State Council Of MiNiSters........ccccuiiiiiiiiirr s nn e s e 259
Article.163. Council of Ministers to aid and advise GOVEINOr...............uuiiieeiiiiiiiiiea e aie e 260
Article.164. Other provisions as t0 MiNiSters.-.........oooi iR bt 260
Article.166. Conduct of Business of the Government of a State.-...............cco 260
Article.167. Duties of Chief Minister as respects the furnishing of information to Governor, etc.-......... 260
Article.177. Rights of Ministers and Advocate-General as respects the Houses...........cccvvvvvvevvviveeneeee. 261
BTS¢ ) {30 I = o 1] P 10 - PR 264
Article.168. Constitution of Legislatures in States............oooiiiie e 264
Article.169. Abolition or creation of Legislative Councils in States..........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiie s 264
Article.170. Composition of the Legislative ASSEMDIIES......oc...uiiiiiiiiii e 264
Reservation of seats for SCS and STS..........uiiiiiiiiii e e e e e eeeeeeeeas 265
Article.171. Composition of the Legislative COUNCIlS........ciueeeeeiriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 265
Article.172. Duration of State Legislatures. ... i 265
Article.173. Qualification for membership of the State Legislature..............cccccoeiiiiii e 266
Article.188. Oath or affirmation by Members.....c. .o 266
Article 190. Vacation Of SEaS. ........o oot e e e e e e e aanes 266
Article.191. Disqualifications for membership.c........cccccc . 267
Article:192. Decision on questions as to disqualifications of members.................... 267
Article.194. Powers, privileges, etc., of the Houses of Legislatures and of the members and committees
10 T=T =T ) RSP 268
178. The Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.-............couvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeee, 269

Article.179. Vacation and resignation of, and removal from, the offices of Speaker and Deputy Speaker..
269

Article 180 .Power of the Deputy Speaker or other person to perform the duties of the office of, or to act

o ST 0= Y= | (= ST PO 270
Article.181. Removal of The Speaker or the Deputy Speaker...........ocevvivviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee 270
Article.182. The Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Legislative Council.-.............cccoociiiieeiiinnnnns 270
Article 183. Vacation and resignation of, and removal from, the offices of Chairman and Deputy
L0 g F=1 {30 =T o SRS 270
Article.184 - Power of the Deputy Chairman or other person to perform the duties of the office of, or to
= (o = E TR O g 1= 1 .4 =1 o T 271
Article 186 Salaries and AlIOWEANCES. ........cciiiiiiieiice e e b e e s s ee s s aessesseneseeeeeeeeeeeeees 271
Article 187 Secretariat of State Legislature.............ooooiiiiii 271
B0 7 o 1T | O o 1 U o 280
Appointment of HiIgh Court JUAGES. .........oiiiiiiiiiii e e e e e e e e e e e e annes 280
Qualifications, Oath, and Salaries of High Court JUAQES............ccouiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 280
Tenure of High Court JUAQES (ArICIE 2717 ).....eeiiiieeieeee e e e 281



Removal of High Court Judges (Articles 217 & 218 + Judges Enquiry Act, 1968)................................ 281
Transfer of High Court Judges (Article 222)..........ooooiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 282
Acting, Additional, and Retired Judges of High Cours............coooiiiiiiiiiii e 282
Jurisdiction and Powers of HiIgh COUM............oooi e 283
L0010 [ fo ) Il =T o] (o OSSPSR USSP 286
Power of JUAICIAI REVIEW...........eiiiiiiiiee e e e e e e e e e eeeeaeeeaan 287
Independence of High COUR...........ooiiiiiiieeeeeeeee e, 288
BT TR 11 o Yo o LT3 T= 1 L= T 0o 11 289
Structure and Jurisdiction of Subordinate CoUrS................uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 289
B0 TGI8 =T 11 1O T U o S 290
Family COUMS ACE, 1OB4..... . ittt et e e e e e e e e e et eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeaaaeaae sttt aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaeas 290
Key Amendments — Family Courts (Amendment) Act, 2022................oooiii i 291
37.Gram NYayalaya........cceeiiiiiiiinnnneiiiiiissssss s s s n s n s b nnngEf e e r e s nnr e e e e na s 293
Salient Features of Gram Nyayalayas ACt, 2008.............ooooiiiiiiii e 293
Concerns About Gram NYaYalaYas. .......ccoouiiuiuiiiiiiie e e et e e e e e e s ettt e e e e e e s nneeeees 295
BT T8 I ] | Vo - 1 - 1 S 296
National Legal Services Authority (NALSA).......cooo e et 296
0] Q7N F= =1 £ 297
Permanent LOK Adalats (PLAS).... .. ittt e e et e e e e e e eeeeaeeeas 299
L0700 0T a g T=T o b= I O o TH | £ T 300
39.Centre State Relation [Part Xl].......cccuueeiiiiiiiiii it ir s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s ssnnnns 301
Legislative Relations [AriCIE 245 — 255]....... it it e e e eeae 301
Centre’s Control Over State Legislation.......... .. 303
Administrative Relation: (Article-256 -263).....ciii et 303
Financial Relations [artiCle 268 —293].........ii i i e e 305
Committees — for Centre- State relation. ... 308
40.Inter State Relation........ ...t nnn s annns 310
Article 262 -Adjudication of interstate water diSPULeS...........oooiiiiiiiii i 310
INEEr-State COUNCIIS. .....oiiiiee el ettt e s s s s bseeseeesenneaneeees 310
Public Acts, Records And Judicial Proceedings [ArtiCle 261]........coooiiiiiiiiiee e 311
Inter-State Trade ANd COMIMEICE. ... .....ueiiiiie et e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e nnreeeeeaeeeeaannsneeeeeaeeeanns 312
o = | O o TH o T | PR 312
N[ g B = T €= 3 7011 Lo | PP 313
I =T T T 1= L TN 314
Evolution of Panchayati Raj...........oo e e e e e e 314
Constitutional Status: 73rd Amendment ACt, 1002 ... .o e 317
Salient Features of the 73rd AmMendmeENt...........c..uiiiiiiii e e e e e e aaes 319
Powers and Functions of PanChayats. ... 321
Finances of Panchayati Raj INStitutionS (PRIS).......ccoiiiiiiiiii e 321
Panchayati Raj in Scheduled Areas- PESA. ..., 322
Challenges and ISSUES.........coooi i 323
2 |1 8 0T o3 1 o F= 1 1) 4 =P 326
Evolution of Urban LOCal BOGIES. ........cooiiiiii ettt e e e e e e e e eeeeeas 326
CoNSHIULIONAl STATUS. ... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeteaeaeeaaeaaaaaaaaaaaans 327
Committees and Commissions on Urban Local GoOvernments...........c..uueeveieeiiiiiiiiiiiee e 327
Salient Features of 74th AMeNdmeEnt ACt, 190 2. ... oo 327



Composition of Municipalities (Article 243R 10 243S).........uuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeee e e e e e eaa e 328
State Election CommisSIiON (ArtiCIE 243ZA).........uuuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeieeeee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaas 330
District Planning Committee (DPC) — ArtiCle 243ZD............oooiiiiiiiiiii e 330
Metropolitan Planning Committee (MPC) (Article 243ZE)..........ooo e 330
Powers and Functions of Municipalities (Article 243W).........cueiiiiiiii e 331
Finances of MUNICIPAIItIES. ...........oooiiiii i et e e e e s s e e s eesseeeseeseeeeeeeeeeeeeees 331
18 functional items in Twelfth SChedUIe..............oooi i 332
Types of Urban Local Governments in INAi@...........oouiiiiiiioii e 333
Y 0 g o] o =TI =T <o) o 1= PP 336
0 o o] o =TI =17 o 11 1= TR 337
Central Council of LoCal GOVEIMMENT............iiiiiiiie e e e e e et e e e e e e e e b eeas 338
Challenges and Issues Faced by Municipalities................ccc i i, 338
LG T U T 1o o T =Y 4 oY== S 339
Evolution of Union Territories in INdia..............oooiiiiiii i b sb st eeeeeees 339
Constitutional Provisions with respect to Union Territories. ...t 339
Administration of UNION TerritOriEs. ... .....eeiiiiiiiiieiii e i i et e e e e e e e e e e e 339
High Court for Union TEITIHOIES. .........oooi i bttt aaa s beesbsessessseeeeeeeeees 339
Classification of Union Territories. ........ooo oo i e eeeeneennees 340
Union Territory Of Jammu And Kashmir...........eeiiiiiie et 341
Special Provisions FOr DelNi.............ooiiii i e e e e e s eas 342
Merger of Dadra and Nagar Haveli with Daman and Diu as Union Territories Act, 2019.................... 343
Advisory Committees Of UniON TErTItOrIES. ... ......uuui it ittt veeebeeeeeeeeeeseeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 343
44 Scheduled & Tribal @rea..........ccuueiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiir i nnas 344
Fifth SCheAUIE FEALUIE........ueeiiiii ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s eaaeeans 344
SIXtN SCREAUIE. ... ... e bttt e e e et e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaanns 345
45 . EMergencCy ProVISIONS. ..o iiiiieiiiiisiieiisiesisis s nsbanmansssssss s s s e e rsnnassssssssssenrssnnnssssssssssemnennnmnnssssnssssnnnnnnnnnns 347
Article 352. Proclamation Of EMEIGENCY ......occiiiiiiiit et e e aeseeessssssseeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 347
This type of Emergency has been proclaimed three times so far—in..........ccccooiiiis 348
TS0 1= L = | 348
Consequences Of President’s RUIE...........oooo i e e 349
T E=T g o= I = o 0 T=T o =T o oYU 349
Criticism Of EMErgenCy PrOVISIONS:..........uiiiiiiei ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e s eeaeeeeeannnnneeeeeeeeaanns 350
46.ConstitutioNal BOAIES...... ... et e e e e e e e e rreraaareaeees 351
Election CommisSION Of INAIA.........uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaaaens 351
Union Public Service CoOmMMISSION.........cuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceee et 355
[ F= T g o @] g 4 (5= (o) o PR 359
Go0ods and Services TaxX COUNCIL.........uiuiiiiiiiiiiiie et e e e e e e e r e e e e e e s nnaereeaaeeeeennnneneeeas 362
National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC).........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 363
Commission for Scheduled TribeS (NCST).... .. 365
National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC)..........uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et aaaaaaaaaa e 367
Special Officer for LinQuistic MINOFTIES...........uviiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeee e, 368
Comptroller and Auditor General Of INAi@............uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aaaaaaas 369
Attorney General Of INAIA..........ooiii it e e e e et e e e e e e annes 372
Yo [Ted1 (o] g €T g T=T = 1 @ ) o o - TSP 373
Advocate General (AG) Of States.........coooiiiiiii i 373
47 .Non Constitutional Bodies...........ccciimimiiiiiiiiiiir s s s nnnes 374



AN L= Yo T SR 374
National Development Council (NDC).........oooiiiiiiiiiiii e 376
National Human Rights COMMISSION........cciiiiiiiiiiiiie et e e 376
State Human Rights COMMUSSION.........coiiiiiiiiiii e e 379
HUMAN RIGNES COUIS.....ooiiii ittt e ettt e e e e e et e e e e e e s et b e neeeeeeeaans 381
Central Information COMMIUSSION. .......uuiiiiiiiiiiii et e e e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e ennnreeeeas 381
State Information COMMISSION........ciiiiiieiiie et e e e e e e e e e e e e e snnreeeeeeeeeeanns 382
National Commission fOr WOMEN. ... et e e eeeeeees 382
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights.............coooii 383
National Commission for MINOMEIES. .........ouviiiiiiiiii e 384
Central Vigilance COMMISSION.........uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aie e e e e e e eaaeeaaiaseenns 385
Central Bureau of Investigation............... e 386
LOKpal @Nd LOKAYUKEAS........eeeiieiiiiiiee ettt e et e e e e e 387
LOKAYUKLAS. ...ttt e e e e e et e e e e e £ 00 bt e et e e e e e e bn e e e e e e e nnneees 388
National INVeStIGation AGENCY.........eeiiii i e ettt e e e e e st e e e e e e e s e eeeaeeeas 389
National Disaster Management AULNOTIY...... ..o e e e e 389
State Disaster Management AUthority (SDIMA)........ueiiuiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et 390
District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA)..........uuiiiiiiii i 390
Enforcement DireCtorate (ED)..... ..ottt 390
Securities And Exchange Board Of INdia@............oeoiiiiiii e 391
48.Cooperative SOCIELIes........ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisiissssss s b s s sa s tan s nnssnnssnmsnnmmnnesnnnnneenrnnnrerrrnnrenn e nnennnnnnnes 392
What iS COOPEIative SOCIELY?.......uuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiee s tie e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeaeeeaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaeaaaaaeens 392
Constitutional Provisions Under Part IX-B..........c e 394
TS @ )i T LI - T4 Vo [0 - Ve - 397
Eighth SChedule LanQUagES. ...ttt e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e annes 398
ClasSICal LANQUAGES. ... ..uuuuiiiiiiiiiietetiteiseieeeeee et e edeteeeeeeeee e e et e ee e e ettt e e e e e e e aaaaaeataaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaeeaaeaaeaaaaaaeas 399
OO W] oo T - 402
51.Rights and Liabilities of the Government............cccoommi e ——— 407
52.Special Provisions Relating to Certain Classes..........cccccuriiiiiiiiismmmrs s sannees 410
53.Special provision for some states..........cccoiiiiiiiiiiir i ————————————— 412
LS 0 =T o (o 415
[ =Tea (o] T ey oYt TN 1 o = TR 417
Representation of the People Act, 1950 (RPA 1950)........coiiiiiiiiiiiii e 419
The Representation of the People Act, 1051 ... .. e 420
Delimitation ACE, 2002.........coooeiiieee et e e e e e e rra 421
Rules governing INdian €leCHONS. .........ooi i e e e e e e e 422
55.Political Parties. ..o nmnnnnnn s nnnnnnnnne 424
LTI g 1= =Y e oY T I 425
LS =TT UL =T o T o TH T o E 427
58.MISCEIIANEOUS........ooiiiiiiiieirr i s r e e e e e s R R e e e e e e e e e aaR R R e e e R e s anRRE e e Eenn e nnnn e 429
Bhartiya Naya Sanhita..............ooooiiiiiiiii et — e —r———ara——r e e e e e e reaaeeaeees 429
Bhartiya Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita..............eueiiiii i 429
Bhartiya Sakshya AdNiNIYam............oeiiii e 429
Bl ettt — et —— et t ettt et ettt ettt ettt e et ettt ettt et e et aa e et e et e e et aaataaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaes 429
Bar COUNCIl O INAIA......coiii et e e e e e e s st e e e e e e e e ennreeeeeeeeeeans 430
=AYV oo 1 0 01 £S3= o] o 1 431



HOME GUArdS [CSOE 2023 ].... .ot e et e e st s es s s e s s sesssessaesssesseeseeeseeeeeeeeeeeeees 431
59.Important Doctrines Of Constitutional Interpretation...........ccccceereiiii s 432
60.Important Amendments To CoNStitutioN...........ccccciiiriiiiicccr e 442
61.Parts of the Constitution [CSE 2024].........cccoo oo mm e mnmmmen e e n e e nnnnnes 445
62.Schedules of the CONSHItULION...... ... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeaeees 447

Copyright Disclaimer

© 2026 UnderStand UPSC. All rights reserved.

This document and its contents are the intellectual property of UnderStand UPSC.

No part of this material may be copied, reproduced, stored, or transmitted in any form,whether electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise without the prior written permission of the publisher.
This content is intended solely for educational purposes and personal use by individuals. Unauthorized
distribution, uploading to websites or social media, or commercial usage is strictly prohibited and may
lead to legal action under applicable copyright laws. We value original educational efforts and respectfully
request all users to acknowledge and uphold content ownership. For permissions or usage inquiries,
please contact the official channel of UnderStand UPSC.

10



PART A BASICS OF POLITY

‘_—.")‘J b o b o )a-l{r‘.
L f(‘))Q((‘))Q?h‘Q(’())Q({'}) -

||

Cr LA O O O |




Democracy

Democracy is a form of government in which rulers are elected by the people (NCERT)

This basic idea helps us distinguish democracy from non-democratic forms like military rule in Myanmar,
dictatorships like Pinochet’s in Chile, or monarchies like in Saudi Arabia, where rulers are not chosen
by the people.

Democracy

e Democracy, as famously defined by Abraham

Lincoln, is “government of the people, for the ) | FEATURES OF DEMOCRACY |~

people, and by the people.” |
e The term comes from the Greek word

Free & Fair Elections |
{Chance to Losc)

| ® Final Decision

demokratia, meaning “Rule of the people”-from | £ Making Power |
demos (people) and kratos (power). L Mate e

One Person, One Vote |

L Py Cme D | . fach Vo, One Ve _|
e In a democracy, power rests with the people. | |
!
Arguments for Democracy [ 7 Constitutional Limits |
. S0 Citizens Rights B
1. Democracy is a better form of government r el
because it is more accountable and responsive T protectionof s

to the needs of the people.
Example: Government rollback of the Farm Laws (2021) after widespread protests shows
responsiveness to public pressure.

2. In a democracy, leaders are answerable to the public, and mechanisms like free press, opposition
parties, and regular elections ensure that the government cannot ignore people’s problems for long.
Example: COVID-19 vaccine distribution decisions involved experts and state governments,
reducing mistakes.

3. Democracy's superior virtue lies in the fact that it calls into activity the intelligence and character of
ordinary men and women. (CSE 2017)

Example: Debates around Article 370 (2019) in Jammu & Kashmir.

4. Democracy leads to better decisions because it is based on consultation and discussion. Though it
takes time, involving many people helps identify mistakes and avoids rash or irresponsible
decisions, improving decision-making quality.

Example: The passage of the Goods and

Services Tax (GST) Act, 2017, involved ~p
extensive consultation with states and :
experts to avoid major errors.

5. Democracy helps resolve differences and
conflicts peacefully, which is vital in a diverse
country like India. It allows all groups to be

heard and prevents domination by any one ﬂ & .'"'Q ﬂn&’u L 3 ‘?ﬁ.

= Vioting in Elections = Jaining Political Partles = Using Right ta » Menitaring Respecting Others'  ® Contributing 10

group, helping people live together in ormton CommmniAclrs. Rioe e Commtly

harmony. .iﬁn. £23% M.m:ﬂm

)\ Fulfilling Obligations |

Example: Women’s  reservation in B
Panchayati Raj (19th Amendment)
empowers ordinary citizens and promotes

inclusivity.

6. Democracy enhances the dignity of citizens. It is based on political equality, where everyone rich or
poor, educated or not has the same status. In a democracy, people are not ruled; they are the rulers
themselves.

Example: The Right to Information Act (2005) empowers citizens to hold the government
accountable, reflecting their equality and dignity.

12



7. Democracy is better than other forms of government because it allows us to correct its own
mistakes.
Example: Public dissent over the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA, 2019) led to legal scrutiny
and policy discussions.

Arguments against democracy

1. Leaders keep changing in a democracy. This leads to instability.

Example: In countries like Italy, governments have changed frequently, leading to policy
inconsistency.

2. Democracy is all about political competition and power play. There is less scope for morality.
Example: During elections in India, instances of vote-buying or hate speeches are sometimes
reported to win power.

3. So many people have to be consulted in a democracy that it leads to delays.

Example: Large infrastructure projects (like dams or highways) in India often get delayed due to
multiple approvals and public consultations.

4. Elected leaders do not know the best interest of the people. It leads to bad decisions.

Example: Populist policies (like freebies without long-term planning) may win votes but harm
economic stability.

5. Democracy might lead to corruption because it is based on electoral competition.

Example: Candidates spending huge money in elections may later try to recover costs through
corrupt practices.
Democracy can take different forms. In small communities like villages, direct decision-making by all
members, such as in a Gram Sabha, is possible. What matters is the principle of equal participation and
consultation.

Challenges to Indian Democracy

[. 4. Castei & C alism ]

= Low literacy rates
= Limits awareness, participation

= Caste & religious conflicts
= Threaten unity & secularism

* Universal education needed

| 5. Regionalism

i " ] [ Regional disparities
& Iriequality B urefplayrant Challenges to Indian Democracy

| = Undermines democracy Issues Affecting Democratic Governance

3. Gender Discrimination | 6. Corruption

= Low female literacy = Widespread graft & scams

* Inequality & bias = Weakens governance

= Sex ratio decline R
7. Criminalization of Politics | 8. Political Violence

« Criminals in politics = Communal & caste conflicts
= Violent & unfair methods = Election-related violence

= Demands for autonomy

No country is a perfect democracy. The features we discussed are just the minimum conditions. Achieving
an ideal democracy requires constant effort to strengthen democratic decision-making. What citizens do
matters as much as what rulers do. This is both the strength and weakness of democracy-it depends on
active participation by all citizens, unlike monarchy or dictatorship, which discourage public involvement.
Therefore, understanding democracy means focusing on democratic politics and citizen engagement.
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Power Sharing

Power sharing means distributing power among different groups in society to avoid conflict and ensure
smooth governance.

It is a key feature of democracy, preventing one group from dominating others. Power sharing helps
maintain unity in diverse societies by respecting differences (e.g., language, religion, ethnicity).

It can take various forms: among organs of government (legislature, executive, judiciary), among different
levels (central, state, local), and among social groups (ethnic, linguistic, or religious communities).
Examples like Belgium and Sri Lanka show how power sharing (or its absence) impacts peace and
stability.

Forms of Power Sharing in Modern Democracies
Among Organs of Government (Horizontal
Division): [ Among Orga S Goverament | | Among Different Level of Government
e Power is shared among legislature, » Uegilitue, Executve & udicary | S Union, Sate & Local Govemments
executive, and judiciary. izl Wi asieiis
e Each organ checks the other (e.g., judiciary
can review laws, Parliament holds ministers
accountable).
e This ensures no organ has unlimited power —
a system of checks and balances.

| Among Sodial Groups Among Political Parties & Groups

= Religious & Uinguistic Communitis ® Multipte Parties & Coafitions

[ ] Example: India - Parliament makeS IaWS, » Resepvations for Weaker Sections # Pressure Groups & Movements
the executive implements, and the judiciary
reV|eWS COhStItutlonahty » Ensures Inclusion & Representation # Prevents Domination of Any One Group
Among Different Levels of Government (Vertical
Division):

e Power is shared between Union, State, and local governments (e.g., municipalities, panchayats).
The Constitution clearly defines their powers — called federal division of power.
Followed in India and Belgium, but-not in Sri Lanka.
Example: India — States have their own legislatures and governments; municipalities/panchayats
handle local issues.
Among Social Groups:

e Power shared among religious and linguistic communities (e.g., Belgium’s community government).
In India, reservation for weaker sections and women ensures representation and inclusion.
Helps avoid alienation of minority groups from governance.
Example: India — Reservation of seats in legislatures for SCs/STs and representation for minorities
ensures social inclusion.
Among Political Parties, Pressure Groups & Movements:

e |n democracies, multiple parties compete and sometimes form coalitions, ensuring shared power.

e Interest groups (e.g., farmers, traders) also influence decisions through lobbying or participation in

committees.

Power sharing is essential in a democracy as it ensures inclusive governance, respects diversity, and
prevents concentration of power. It upholds the ethical principle of equal participation in political
decision-making.
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Ethical Foundations of Political Life

Ethical foundations of political life refer to the moral values that shape the principles and purpose of
governance. They provide a framework for evaluating political actions, laws, and institutions in terms
of right and wrong.

Core ideas like rights, liberty, equality, and secularism reflect these ethical standards in
public/political life. These foundations help ensure that political power is exercised responsibly and
in the interest of all citizens. They also promote trust, justice, and harmony within a diverse and
democratic society.

Freedom

1.

2.

Freedom is commonly understood as the absence of external constraints, where individuals can act
autonomously and make independent decisions without coercion.

However, freedom also means creating conditions for people to develop their creativity, capabilities,
and potential, enabling self-expression and personal growth.

Both aspects,absence of constraints and presence of enabling conditions are essential to a free
society, which allows individuals to flourish with minimal social restrictions.

Since total absence of constraints is not possible in society, we must evaluate which social
constraints are justified and which should be removed.

This requires examining the relationship between the ‘individual and society, to identify which
features support freedom and which hinder it.

A free society promotes the full development of individual talents in fields like sports, science, art,
and music, and enables people to make choices using reason and judgement.

Swaraj

e Swaraj, a concept in Indian political thought, combines Swa (Self) and Raj (Rule), meaning
both rule of the self and rule over self.

e During India’s freedom struggle, Swaraj referred to freedom as a constitutional and political
demand, and also as a social-collective value, inspiring Tilak’s famous call: “Swaraj is my
birthright and | shall have it.”

e Mahatma Gandhi, in Hind Swaraj, emphasized rule over the self, stating, “It is Swaraj when we
learn to rule ourselves.”

e Swaraj means more than freedom; it is liberation through self-respect, self-responsibility, and
self-realisation, freeing oneself from institutions of dehumanisation.

e Understanding the real ‘Self’ and its relation to community and society is central to achieving
Swaraj.

e Gandhiji believed this path would liberate both individual and collective potential, guided by
justice, a vision still highly relevant in the twenty-first century.

The Sources of Constraints:

Constraints on freedom can arise from domination and external controls, often imposed by force or
through government laws backed by authority.

Examples include colonial rule and apartheid in South Africa, where rulers exercised power over
subjects.

While government may be necessary, a democratic government allows citizens to retain some
control over rulers, making it an important protector of freedom.

Social constraints can also stem from inequality, such as that caused by the caste system or
extreme economic disparity.

A quote from Subhas Chandra Bose emphasizes the importance of removing these deeper social
and economic constraints to ensure true freedom.
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Why Do We Need Constraints?":

A world without constraints would descend into chaos, as people have conflicting ideas, ambitions,
and compete for scarce resources, often leading to disputes and even violence over both serious
and trivial matters.

Mechanisms are needed in every society to control violence and settle disputes, enabling people to
live freely with minimum constraints, while respecting each other’s views.

A truly free society allows individuals to hold their views, pursue choices, and create their own rules
of living but even this requires some constraints, especially the willingness to respect differences.
Sometimes, people see opposing beliefs as unacceptable, leading to coercion or harassment; in
such cases, legal and political restraints are needed to protect freedom and allow for peaceful
debate.

Liberalism

In common usage, ‘liberal’ often means tolerant, and as a political ideclogy, liberalism emphasizes
the right to hold and express opinions, even if others disagree.

Liberals support individual liberty over collective norms, such as the idea that marriage decisions
should rest with the individual, not the family or community.

Liberalism often shows suspicion of political authority and prioritizes individual freedom over values
like equality.

Historically, it supported the free market and minimal state intervention, but modern liberalism
recognizes the role of the welfare state and supports steps to reduce social and economic

inequality.

Harm Principle:

To decide when constraints on freedom are justified, John Stuart Mill's ‘harm principle’ from On
Liberty essay is central:
Mill makes a distinction between:

o Self-regarding actions: Affect only the individual - no interference is justified.

o Other-regarding actions: Affect or harm others -may justify external interference.
The state or authority should only intervene in other-regarding actions that cause serious harm to
others; freedom must be preserved in most cases as it's crucial for a dignified human life.
For minor harm, such as playing loud music, Mill suggests social disapproval, not legal punishment
(e.g., ignoring the person or showing disapproval politely).
Legal constraints should be used only when actions cause serious harm to definite individuals;
otherwise, society must tolerate inconvenience in the interest of protecting freedom.
People should tolerate different ways of life and views, as long as they don’t harm others.Tolerance
should not extend to views/actions that endanger people or spread hatred, as hate campaigns
seriously harm others’ freedom.
Constraints on such harmful actions are justified, but they must not be so harsh that they destroy
freedom itself.
Example: Life imprisonment for a hate campaign is excessive; instead, restrictions on movement
or public meetings may be justified if warnings are ignored.
The Indian Constitution refers to such constraints as ‘reasonable restrictions’, which must be:
Defensible by reason, Not excessive, Proportionate to the harm.
Imposing too many restrictions or making it a habit is harmful to the overall condition of freedom in
society.

Negative and Positive Liberty

Negative liberty is “freedom from” external interference, protecting individual autonomy, while
positive liberty is “freedom to” develop one’s capabilities with enabling conditions like education
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- 1
John Stuart Mill’'s Four Arguments for Freedom Negative Liberty Posrtive Liberty
Qf Exprg§§ign “Freedom From” “Freedom To"

. = Non-Interference » Self-Development
No ldea is Completely False © Individual Autonomy » Enabling Conditions
Even wrong ideas may contain some | (SSmahims STWhe Goveres -
element of truth. ] \é/
If we suppress them, we lose that partial £ om0
- (i ale | & B 2
rutn. Freedomof | Freedom of Interdependence Education ~ Health  Opportunity

Truth Emerges from Debate

and health. Ideally, both coexist, though
positive liberty can be misused to justify

coercion. i Negative Liberty vs. Positive Liberty k

Speech (Chaice

Balancing Both Liberties

Praotecting Autonomy Creating True Freedom
'

[
B

Truth does not emerge on its own; it is

dISCOVGt’ed through the CIaSh Of Ideas Tyranny & Coercion Ensuring Both Nm:-lm_erlerzn(e :
Debate and disagreement help refine what - _ e |

we call truth.

Prevents Truth from Becoming a Cliché

Even true ideas can become stale or dogmatic if not challenged.
Constant questioning keeps ideas alive, meaningful, and trusted.

What Seems False May Be True

History shows that many ideas once rejected were later accepted as true.

Silencing today’s “false” views might stop us from discovering future truths

Freedom is essential for the development of individual dignity and societal progress. However, it must be
balanced with reasonable constraints to prevent harm and uphold justice.

Without laws, there would be chaos, anarchy, and a potential for individuals to infringe upon the rights and
freedoms of others. Law, therefore, acts as a guarantor of liberty, ensuring that individuals can exercise their
freedoms within a structured and ordered society. So If there are no laws, there is no liberty. (CSE 2018)

Equality

Equality is a deep moral and palitical ideal rooted in religion and the belief in shared humanity.

It means equal worth and respect for all, regardless of gender, race, caste, nationality, or religion.
Has inspired struggles against oppression, from the French Revolution to anti-colonial and
Dalit/women's movements.

One of the implications of equality in society is the absence of privileges. (CSE 2017)

Society is marked by unequal wealth, opportunities, work conditions, and power.

Raises concern: Are these inequalities natural and permanent, due to differences in talent and
contribution, or are they due to social position and rules?

Equality: Respecting Differences, Rejecting Discrimination

Unacceptable Distinctions: Discrimination based on race, colour, caste, religion, or gender
violates the principle of equality.

Core of Equality: All humans deserve equal respect due to shared humanity.

Equal Respect # Identical Treatment: Societies may treat people differently based on roles and
responsibilities.

Functional Differences: Status differences like those of prime ministers or army generals are
acceptable if not abused.

Unjust Inequalities: Inequalities like a slum child being denied education or food are unfair.
Acceptable Differences: Variations in success due to personal ambition and effort are seen as fair.
True Meaning of Equality: It means ensuring equal opportunity and fair treatment, not uniformity.
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e Can also mention the concept of equity and the difference between equity and equality for better
understanding.

Difference between Equality and Equity
e Equality means each individual or group of people is given the same resources or opportunities.
e Equity recognizes that each person has different circumstances and allocates the exact resources
and opportunities needed to reach an equal outcome.

2018 Design in Tech Aeport | Addressing Imbalance 2018 Design in Tech Aeport | Addressing Imbalance

INEQUALITY EQUALITY

Equality of Opportunities

e Equality means all humans deserve the same rights and opportunities to develop their skills and
talents, and pursue goals and ambitions.

e People may differ in choices, preferences, talents, and skills, leading to varying levels of success.

o Example: Some may become ace cricketers or successful lawyers, but this does not mean
society is unequal.

The real issue is not inequality of status, wealth, or privilege.
But inequality in access to basic goods like education, health care, and safe housing, which makes
a society unequal and unjust.

Natural inequalities and social inequalities.
e Natural inequalities arise from inborn differences in capabilities and talents.

e Social inequalities are created by society through unequal opportunities or exploitation of certain
groups.

o Example: Societies may value intellectual work over manual work, or treat people
differently based on race, colour, gender, or caste.Such social values often seem unjust.

e Long-standing inequalities may appear justifiable, as if based on natural traits, e.g.,Women
historically seen as the weaker sex, needing protection or black people in Africa stereotyped as
child-like, justifying slavery. These views are now seen as social constructs, shaped by power
differences, not true natural differences.

e Even some natural differences are no longer unchangeable due to medical and technological
advances. Disabled people can function effectively with assistive devices like wheelchairs, artificial
limbs, or computers.

o - Example: Stephen Hawking, despite severe physical disability, made major contributions to
science.
Denying disabled people help or fair reward based on their condition is widely seen as unjust.
Therefore, the natural/social inequality distinction is not a reliable standard for assessing laws and
policies.
e Modern theorists focus instead on:
o Inequalities from personal choices
o Inequalities from birth and family background
e |tis the latter that concerns advocates of equality, and which they aim to minimise or eliminate
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Three Dimensions of Equality

Achieving a just and equal society requires addressing three key dimensions of equality: political, social,
and economic, as highlighted by various thinkers and ideologies.

[ oot oty RIS comorc ity ]

I
[ 1 L e

+ Public vs. Private

- Right to Vote
Control

* Freedom of Expression
+ Freedom of Movement = Minimum Wages

| I
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1. Political Equality

In democratic societies, political equality means granting equal citizenship, which includes basic
rights like the right to vote, freedom of expression, belief, movement, and association, enabling all
citizens to participate in state affairs.

These are legal rights guaranteed by the constitution, but despite such guarantees, inequalities can
persist due to unequal access to social and economic resources.

This leads to a demand for equal opportunities or a 'Level playing field', showing that while
political and legal equality alone may not ensure justice, they are fundamental components of an
egalitarian society.

2. Social Equality

While political equality removes legal barriers, social equality requires ensuring equality of
opportunity so that all groups can fairly compete for available goods and services.

This demands minimising social and economic inequalities and ensuring basic conditions of life for
all, such as health care, good education, adequate nourishment, and minimum wages, without
which equal competition is impossible and talent gets wasted.

In India, customs and traditions further limit equal opportunities, especially for women, who may
face inheritance discrimination, social restrictions on work and education, and exclusion from certain
activities.

The state must intervene through policies that prevent discrimination, encourage women’s
participation in education and professions, and ensure safety in public spaces.

3. Economic Equality

Economic inequality exists when there are major differences in wealth, property, or income,
measurable by the rich-poor gap or poverty levels.

Democracies promote equal opportunities so that effort and talent can help individuals improve their
conditions, despite existing inequalities.

Entrenched inequalities across generations create social divisions, resentment, and make
reform difficult due to the power of wealthy classes.

Marx argued that private ownership of key resources causes economic and political inequality,
threatening democracy.
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Marxists/Socialists believe economic inequality supports social inequality and advocate for public
control of key resources.

Liberals support competition as the fairest way to distribute rewards, ensuring people benefit based
on talent and effort.

They support state help only to ensure a minimum standard of living and equal chances, not full
economic equality.

How Can We Promote Equality

1. Establishing Formal Equality

The first step to equality is ending formal systems of inequality and privileges upheld by customs
and laws that restrict access to opportunities and rewards based on class, caste, gender, or lineage.
Examples include voting rights denied to the poor, restricted professions for women, the caste
system limiting lower castes, and elite family-based power in many countries.

Equality requires ending such legal protections for inequality; constitutions must prohibit
discrimination and abolish untouchability, ensuring identical legal treatment regardless of caste,
race, religion, or gender.

2. Equality Through Differential Treatment

Formal equality is essential but not enough; sometimes different treatment is needed to ensure
people can actually enjoy equal rights.

Differences must be considered-e.g., disabled persons need ramps for equal building access;
women in night shifts need protection to ensure safe work access.Such differential treatment
enhances equality, not violates it.

Identifying differences that block equal opportunities and crafting suitable policies is a key global
concern.

Affirmative action, including reservations in India, is one such policy tool to enhance opportunity and
equality.

Affirmative Action

Affirmative action goes beyond legal/formal equality, aiming to eliminate deeply rooted social
inequalities through positive measures.

It seeks to correct the cumulative effects of past discrimination through scholarships, hostels,
reserved seats in jobs and education, etc.

In India, reservation policies are justified as temporary support to help deprived groups overcome
historic exclusion and compete equally.

Critics argue<such measures Violate equal treatment, calling them reverse discrimination that
reinforces caste/race distinctions instead of removing them.

A key debate is between equal state policy and individual Rights-true fairness may require special
support for disadvantaged individuals to enable fair competition.

A first-generation learner from an illiterate background is disadvantaged compared to one from an
educated family; dalits, women, and others need tailored help.

Affirmative Action Debate & Policy Choices

Debate continues on whether the state should reserve seats for deprived communities or provide
early skill development.

Defining deprivation-by economic or caste-based inequality-is crucial, with policies judged by
their success in creating an egalitarian society.

Equality requires distinguishing identical treatment from equal treatment, where differential
treatment may promote equality but needs justification.

Since systems like the caste system and apartheid used differential treatment to enforce
inequality, liberals are wary of deviating from identical treatment norms.
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e Differential treatment is justified only to promote justice and egalitarianism, not to create new
dominance or privileges.

Affirmative Action Debate & Policy Choices
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Justice

e All cultures interpreted justice differently-ancient India linked it to dharma, China’s Confucius said
kings must punish wrongdoers and reward the virtuous, while Plato in Greece discussed it in The
Republic.

e |n Plato’s dialogue, Socrates answers young friends who question why justice matters, noting how
unjust people often seem more successful, as they lie, avoid taxes, and twist rules for gain.

e Socrates argues that if everyone was unjust, society would collapse-no one would feel secure, so it
is in everyone’s long-term interest to obey laws and be just.

e Justice, Socrates explains, is not just helping friends or harming enemies, nor pursuing
self-interest, but is about the well-being of all people.

e Like a doctor cares for patients, a just ruler/government ensures the well-being of people, which
means giving-each person their due.

e The idea of justice as giving each their due remains important but modern views link it to human
dignity.

e Immanuel Kant emphasized that human dignity requires giving all people the opportunity to
develop talents and pursue goals.

e Thus, justice means due and equal consideration to all individuals.

Equal Treatment for Equals

e Justice means giving each person their due, but applying this is complex.

e A key principle is treating equals equally - all humans share basic characteristics and deserve equal
rights.

e These rights include: Civil rights (life, liberty, property),Political rights (like voting) & Social rights
(like equal opportunities)
No discrimination should occur based on class, caste, race, or gender.
People must be judged by their work and actions, not their group identity.
Unequal pay for equal work, whether due to caste or gender, is unjust and wrong.
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Proportionate Justice

Equal treatment isn't always just; fairness may require rewards based on effort and quality.Example:
Equal marks for all students despite performance would feel unfair.

Justice means proportionate reward, provided all start from a base of equal rights.Factors like effort,
skill, and risk should influence rewards.

Workers like miners, policemen, and craftsmen may not be paid fairly in proportion to their work's
value and difficulty.

Thus, equal treatment must be balanced with the principle of proportionality.

Recognition of Special Needs

Justice must consider special needs (e.g. disability, age, poor access to education/health), not just
equal or proportionate treatment.
This extends rather than contradicts the principle of equal treatment-unequal in certain respects
may need differential treatment.
Without this, equal treatment may worsen inequality where deprived people lack basic facilities.
In India, caste-based discrimination + lack of access justified reservations in jobs and education for
SCs/STs.
Governments face challenges in balancing three justice principles:

o Equal treatment for equals

o Proportional rewards for effort/skill

o Support for the needy to ensure minimum living standards and equal opportunity
Emphasizing only one principle (e.g. merit) can exclude marginalised; hence, policy must harmonize
all three to ensure justice.

Just Distribution

e Social justice requires more than fair laws, it involves fair distribution of goods and services within
and between nations.To reduce deep inequalities, redistribution of resources may be needed for a
level playing field (equal life conditions + opportunities).

e Example: In India, abolition of untouchability, access to temples/jobs, land reforms aimed at
achieving social equality.Issues like reservation in jobs/education provoke strong public emotions,
as they affect perceptions of future security.

e Philosopher John Rawls provides a rational theory justifying help to the least privileged, which is
discussed next.

John Rawls' Theory of Justice

e People usually prefer societies where they are privileged, so they can't judge fairly when personal
interests are involved.

e Rawls proposes a just society can be imagined only if one decides without knowing their future
position-rich/poor, caste, gender, etc.

e This is called the “Veil Of Ignorance”, a thought experiment where people choose rules imagining
they might be born anywhere in society.

Under the veil, people will protect the worst-off, fearing they might end up in that position.
So they would support fair rules ensuring

. What Rational Peaple Would Choose Under the Veil?
education, health, and shelter for all, Protect the Worst-Off (Principle of Difference)
especially the disadvantaged. Eneu fal tless e ation, Heakths Sheter forall— el e disavontaned.

e Rawls' idea does not demand heroism or © Why? (Rational Selfnterest, Not Heroism)
self-sacrifice-only  rational  thinking in | | B e @ 00
self-interest under uncertainty. |. AL L DR

e Rational people will also want policies that
benefit the whole society, in case they are m F"’"‘“”jj;‘;;’““‘n:::;f:z:;:f‘:‘:njp";jo:j‘““""‘f-
born among the priVileged' | Rawls' Theory = A Modern, Rational Framework for Justice & Equality |

22



Pursuing Social Justice

e A society lacks social justice if deep, lasting gaps exist between the wealthy and the deprived, who
have no real chance to improve their condition.
Justice doesn’'t demand absolute equality, but large, unbridgeable differences are unjust.
A just society ensures basic minimum conditions- health, security, opportunities-to help all
people live with dignity and develop their talents. These basic conditions usually include: nutrition,
housing, clean water, education, and minimum wages, and are the state’s responsibility.
Providing these to all is hard, especially in poor and populous countries like India.
Even if everyone agrees on helping the poor, debates arise on how-via free market competition or
state-led redistribution.

e Thus, fairness arises from rational choice, not moral obligation or generosity, making Rawls’ theory
a strong modern framework for justice.

A Just society is that society in which an ascending sense of reverence and descending sense of
contempt is dissolved into the creation of a compassionate society — B.R. Ambedkar

Free Markets (Laissez-faire) vs. State Intervention

e Free market supporters argue individuals should freely own property, make contracts, and compete;
rewards would reflect merit and talent, while lesser rewards go to the incompetent.

e Many now accept some state role, like ensuring a basic standard of living, while still preferring
private agencies to deliver services like health and education.

e They claim markets are neutral ,indifferent to caste, religion, or gender and give consumers choices,
provided they can pay.

e But critics point out that essential services may become unavailable or low-quality in unprofitable
areas (e.g., rural schools or health centres).

e Private services, though high in quality, are often too costly for the poor, favoring the wealthy and
powerful, and limiting access for the disadvantaged.
Thus, many argue that the state must intervene to ensure universal access to basic facilities.
In democracies, debates over justice and distribution are natural and necessary-they help refine
ideas and find the best way forward to ensure social justice.

Justice implies something which is not only right to do and wrong not to do; but which some individual
person can claim from us as his moral right.— J. S. Mill

Rights
e A right is an entitlement or justified Constitutional Status of Rights
Cla | m, d ue to us as Citizens, [ Rights are given primary importance in the Constitution.

individuals, and human beings.

e |t must be recognized by society as a
legitimate claim that must be upheld.

e Not everything that is desirable or
necessary is a right.

e Example: Wanting to wear different

Bill of Rights

Constitutions of many countries include a Bill of Rights at the highest legal level.
= In India, called Fundamental Rights.
= Other laws and policies must not viclate these constitutional rights.

Rights are given primary importance in the Constitution. — |

Obligation.o-f the State

Most rights are claims against, and obligations placed on, the state.

clothes to school or staying out late
does not make those desires right.

e Rights are claims that are necessary
for living a life of dignity and respect.
They are often claimed because they
represent conditions for self-respect.

| « The primary responsibility to uphold rights lies with the state.

State Action & Inaction

Rights specify what the state (ensure safety, health)
and must not do (arbitrary arrests, etc).

‘Checks on State Power
; @ Rights act as limits even in sovereign democracies.

» Ensure the state serves the people, checking ruler's power and
making laws people-centric.

Rights ensure state power is accountable & laws serve the people. |




Rights are claims of the citizen against the State.(CSE 2017)
Encourages creativity (e.g., writing, dance, music),Essential for
democracy, allowing free expression of beliefs and opinions.

Freedom of expression:

Activities injurious to health and well-being cannot be claimed as rights. Example: Banned drugs

and tobacco are harmful.

The Changing Understanding of Rights
Earlier thinkers believed rights were natural and inalienable, given by God or nature, such as life,

Today, rights are seen as human-made guarantees essential for dignity and equality, based on the

The concept of human rights now challenges inequalities like caste, race, or gender and evolves

[ J
liberty, and property.
[ ]
belief that all people are equally valuable.
[ J
through social struggles.
[ J

New Rights-like those for clean air, livelihood, or children's welfare-have emerged in response to

modern challenges, often gaining strong public support.

Legal Recognition and Role of the State in Rights
Human rights are powerful because they appeal to our sense of morality and justice. We feel certain

rights are naturally due to every person.

However, for these rights to be protected and
enforced in real life, they must be supported
by law.

e Without legal recognition and government
enforcement, moral claims alone often aren’t
enough to ensure people’s rights are
respected.

Kinds of Rights
Political, civil, economic, and cultural rights
together ensure participation, freedom, dignity, and

| political Rights |
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Economic Rights
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Cultural Rights
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evolving human well-being in a democracy.

Righ

Dual Nature of Rights:

nd R nsibiliti

Expanding Nature of Rights

® New rights emerging with changing needs

= Basic rights plus conditions for a decent life

e Rights place obligations not only on the state
(e.g. sustainable development) but also on individuals.

e Individuals must protect common goods like clean air,
forests, ozone layer, and ecological balance for present
and future generations.

e Rights are correlative with Duties.(CSE 2017)

Respect for Others’ Rights:

e One must respect others’ rights while exercising their
own.

e Freedom of expression must not harm others (e.g.,
inciting violence).

e One’s personal choices (e.g., music, clothing) must not
interfere with others’ similar choices.

e Rights are limited by the principle of equal rights for all.

Balancing Conflicting Rights:

Rights may conflict, and must be balanced (e.g.,
freedom of expression vs. privacy).

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Adopted by the United Nations, 10 December 1948
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e Example: Taking someone’s photo without consent infringes on their privacy.
Vigilance Against State Overreach:
e Citizens must monitor limitations on rights, especially in the name of national security.
e Questions arise about phone tapping, arrests on suspicion, torture, etc.
e Even under threat, due process (Legal counsel, court hearing) must be followed.
Need for Vigilance:
e Rights are not absolute, but must be protected and exercised carefully.
e Granting excessive powers to the state can lead to authoritarianism.
e Rights form the foundation of democracy; citizens must safeguard both their own and others’ rights.

Rights are essential for ensuring dignity, freedom, and equality in a democratic society. They must be
protected, balanced with responsibilities, and vigilantly safeguarded against misuse by individuals or the
state.

Secularism

e Religion is not anti-human; it responds to inevitable human suffering like death, disease, and
loss hence secularism is not anti-religious.

e However, religion can also cause deep inequality, especially gender and caste-based: Example:
Dalits barred from temples; women denied entry in some temples.

e Organised religion is often controlled by conservative factions, suppressing dissent and
fostering sectarian violence, as seen in religious fundamentalism (e.g., in parts of the US).

e So, religious domination exists not just between different religions (inter-religious) but also within a
religion (intra-religious).
It promotes freedom within religions, and equality between, as well as within, religions.
It is a normative doctrine aiming for a society free from religious domination in all forms.

Secular State:
e Since the state holds vast power, it plays a decisive role in preventing inter-community conflict.
e A secular state:
o Must not be theocratic, i.e., ruled by religious leaders (e.g., Taliban or medieval Papal
states).
o Must not favor any religion legally (e.g., Anglican Church in England or Sunni Islam in
Pakistan).
Separation of religion and state is necessary but not sufficient for secularism.
A truly secular state must:
o Draw goals from non-religious sources (like peace, freedom, equality).
o Ensure religious freedom and equality (both inter- and intra-religious).
The form of separation between religion and state can vary depending on values and context.
This leads to two models of secularism: Western (e.g., USA) and Indian.

Western Model of Secularism:
e Western secularism (especially American) is based on strict separation between religion and state
mutual exclusion.
e The state cannot:
o Interfere in religious matters.
o Financially support religious institutions.
o Reform or intervene in discriminatory religious practices (e.g., banning women priests,
excommunication).
Religion is private, and policy/law cannot have religious rationale.
Focus is on individual liberty and equality, less on community rights or minority protection.
This model arose from religious homogeneity in the West, focusing mainly on intra-religious
domination.
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No role for state-led religious reform, since that would violate the principle of mutual exclusion.

Indian Model of Secularism:

Indian secularism is distinct from the Western model; it evolved amidst deep religious diversity and
inter-community interaction.
Goes beyond church-state separation; focuses on both inter-religious and intra-religious equality.
Arising from Indian traditions and Western modern ideas, it opposes:

o Caste oppression and patriarchy in Hinduism,

o Discrimination in Islam and Christianity,

o Majoritarian threats to minorities.
Ensures freedom of religion for individuals and rights of religious communities (e.g:, to run schools
and preserve culture).
Allows state-supported religious reform (e.g., abolishing untouchability, banning child marriage).
Unlike the West, the Indian state may engage with religion:

o Negatively (e.g., banning religious tyranny),

o Positively (e.g., supporting minority institutions).
Indian secularism is not just tolerance or equal respect to all religions; it allows principled
intervention, including equal disrespect for discriminatory practices in any religion.

Criticism of Indian secularism

e Western Import — Indian secularism blends Western ideas with indigenous practices to suit local
religious diversity.
Minoritism — Protecting minority rights ensures fairness and equal dignity, not favoritism.
Interventionist Criticism — The state engages with religion to promote justice, using principled
distance.
e Vote Bank Politics — Secularism risks vote-bank politics only when communities are treated as
uniform blocks.
e Impossible Project — History shows peaceful coexistence is possible; Indian secularism
demonstrates equality within diversity.
Nehru on Secularism #¥ Criticisms of Indian Secularism & Rebuttals
e Definition: Nehru defined secularism as “equal
pll'otection !oy the Stgte to all religions”, e ..,d,Mc..m.smmm =
without favoring or adopting any one. o ::f:::r:'oéﬁ el
e Belief: Though personally non-religious, Nehru bbb J diverse history & harmary. Y
was not anti-religion and upheld respect for all
faiths. W—‘ :-::;:Farﬁtzensmraamess . ]
e Approach: Unlike Turkey's Ataturk, he did not e R :m:.tp;:me
support total separation, allowing state Z
intervention for social reform (e.g., abolition of 3, Interventionist Criticism R
caste, dowry, sati). I Interferes too much with religion, ﬂl ol s ﬁ
e Firm Stance: Nehru was strongly opposed to e e e _;
communalism, especially majoritarian
communalism. k [ =
e Vision: For Nehru, secularism was both a & appeasement. ﬂ ROt diishe panderig. “_‘d‘;
moral principle and the foundation of
. . . . 5. Impossible Project ; - ;
national unity and integrity. E;E‘EZE;EE’:MW .

Ataturk’s Secularism vs Indian Secularism

Ataturk's Approach: Turkish secularism under Ataturk involved active suppression of religion to
modernize society.
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e Major Changes: He abolished the Khalifa, banned Islamic symbols like the fez, imposed Western
clothing, changed the calendar, and replaced the script.
e No Religious Freedom: People had no freedom to keep their traditional names, dress, or

language.

e Indian Secularism: In contrast, India follows principled distance, allowing freedom of religion,
identity, and customs unless they harm others' rights.
e Key Difference: Ataturk’s model was authoritarian and assimilationist; Indian secularism is

inclusive and pluralistic.

Secularism ensures equal respect and protection for all religions while preventing domination by any one. It
is essential for maintaining social harmony and upholding democratic values in a diverse society like India.

Some snapshot from the NCERT

King Chandrapida wanted to build a temple to his deity,
but the hut of a stubborn cobbler stood in the way. When
the builders complained to the king that he did not even
allow them to take measurements, the king blamed them
for not asking the cobbler’s permission first. The king
received the cobbler, who explained that his humble hut
was like a mother to him and as precious to him as the
palace was to the king: “The misery people feel when
their homes are forcibly taken away can be described
only by a god who has fallen from his celestial car or
by a king who has lost his kingdom!” Nevertheless, the
cobbler expressed his readiness to let go of his hut if
only the king would come and respectfully ask for his
permission —which the king did, giving him adequate
money as compensation. “For those who desire
happiness, there should be no false pride,” concludes the
text, while the cobbler praised the king’s commitment
to dharma, even towards a lowly subject!

- From Rajatarangini by the Kashmiri
scholar Kalhana (12th century CE)

Fig. 9.8. A I7th-century Rafput miniature painting depicting
Bhizshma lying ama bed 6f arrows, teaching Yudhisthira while
Krigshna sits at the head, witnessing the moment.

In the Shanti Parva of the Mahabharata, when Bhishma,
the wise elder of the Kuru dynasty, lies on a bed of arrows
awaiting his death, he teaches Yudhisthira, the eldest
Pandawva, at great length on good governance, justice, and the
moral résponsibilities of a raja. A raja is not just a ruler; the
wellfare of his people is his highest priority. He must apply
the law without bias to ensure fairness and equality, He must
not get attached to power, as it fosters ego and corruption.
He must seek guidance from wise advisors to ensure just
and well-informed decisions. The raja must understand that
his authority is temporary and bound by dharma.

NCERT Gyan

Many of our institutions have mottos inspired by the wisdom of our ancient texts. The Government of
India’s motto, for example, is Satyameva Jayate, which means “Truth alone triumphs”. The Supreme

Court’s motto is Yato Dharmastato Jayah, or, “Where there is dharma, there is victory.”
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